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Time (GMT) Day 1, Monday 2nd November 2020 

09:00 Welcome from Terrapinn and Basel Area Business & Innovation 

09:05 – 
09:20 

Opening keynote presentation 
The future of cell and gene therapies 

• Novartis’ vision for B-cell malignancies, with Kymriah and beyond 

• Exploring new CAR-T platforms, targets, and disease areas 
 
Stefan Hendriks, SVP, Head of Cell & Gene Therapy, Novartis (CONFIRMED) 

09:20 – 
10:00 

Keynote panel discussion 
Innovation in T cell immunotherapy 
 
Moderator: Erin Harris, Editor in Chief, Cell & Gene (CONFIRMED) 
Laure Twyffels, Research & Development Manager, Celyad Oncology (CONFIRMED) 
Marc Davies, Research Scientist, CAR Mechanics Laboratory, School of Cancer and Pharmaceutical Sciences, King’s College London (CONFIRMED) 
Melita Irving, Group Leader T-Cell Engineering, Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research (CONFIRMED) 
Oliver Nussbaumer, VP, Immunology, GammaDelta Therapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

 Cell and gene immunotherapy Vaccines, neoantigens and oncolytics 

10:00 Novel targets and technologies for CAR T cells 

• Identification and validation of novel CAR target antigens 

• Visualization of low-abundant proteins on the tumor cells surface using 
super-resolution microscopy 

 
Thomas Nerreter, Senior Research Fellow, Internal Medicine II, University 
Hospital Wuerzburg (CONFIRMED) 
Live only. Not available on demand. 

Oral bacteria-based DNA vaccination platform 

• Off-the-shelf cancer vaccines 

• Personalized neoantigen targeting approach 

• Potential additional applications 
 
Heinz Lubenau, Chief Executive Officer, VAXIMM (CONFIRMED) 

10:20 ONCOS-102, an adenovirus-based immunotherapy in solid tumors  

• Review of clinical data supporting the development of ONCOS-102 

• Association of immune activation and clinical outcomes 

• Next generation double transgene loaded virus 
 
Magnus Jaderberg, CMO, Targovax (CONFIRMED) 

Oncolytic virus armed with CD40L and 4-1BBL for treatment of solid cancer 

• LOAd703, a virus expressing CD40L and 4-1BBL will be presented 
including mechanisms of action studies and experimental proof of 
concept models 

• LOAd703 initial clinical trial data in which the virus is combined with 
chemotherapy will be presented 

  
Angelica Loskog, CEO, LOKON Pharma (CONFIRMED) 

10:40 Enhancing CAR T cell efficacy for the treatment of solid tumors PeptiCRAd: Valo Therapeutics’ therapeutic cancer vaccine platform 
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• Update of our ongoing Phase I clinical trial using CAR T-cells in the 
treatment of head and neck cancer 

• Data from Leucid’s novel parallel CAR (pCAR) platform 
 
Marc Davies, Research Scientist, CAR Mechanics Laboratory, School of 
Cancer and Pharmaceutical Sciences, King’s College London (CONFIRMED) 

 
Sari Personen, VP Scientific and Clinical Development, Co-Founder, Valo 
Therapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

 

 

11:00 A universal CAR-T cell platform based on the P329G mutation in 
therapeutic IgG1 antibodies 

• Development of universal CAR-T cells that engage with adaptor 
molecules possessing the P329G mutation, that is clinically used to 
silence the Fc effector function of therapeutic antibodies 

• Selective recruitment of P329G CAR-T cells in the presence of the 
respective P329G-containing IgG1and potent tumor cell lysis was 
demonstrated for multiple tumor antigens e.g. CD20, HER2, FOLR1, 
EpCAM, MSLN and FAP 

• For all tested antigens, a huIgG1 dose-dependent activation of anti-
P329G-CAR-T cells as well as dose-dependent tumor cell lysis was 
observed. 

• The P329G-CAR-T cells might help to overcome existing limitations of 
direct CAR T cells like engaging multiple tumor targets and regulation of 
CAR-T potency 

 
Diana Darowski, Scientist, Cancer Immunotherapy Department, Roche 
Innovation Center Zurich (CONFIRMED) 

VB10.16 off-the-shelf cancer vaccine 

• Overview Vaccibody cancer vaccine platform 

• Clinical updates on phase I/IIa VB10.16 vaccine trial in pre-
cancerous lesions 

• HPV16 specific T cell response correlates with clinical outcome in 
vaccinated patients 

• Ongoing phase IIa clinical study investigating VB10.16 in 
combination with atezolizumab in advanced  and metastatic 
cervical cancer  

 
Karoline Schjetne, Vice President, Head of Bioanalytical Sciences, Vaccibody 
(CONFIRMED) 
 

11:20 Vδ1 gamma delta T-Cells: A unique allogeneic adoptive cell therapy 

platform 

• Vd1 T cells are unique innate T cells, recognising malignant cells via a 
broad spectrum of natural cytotoxicity receptors independent of MHC, 
incapable of inducing GvHD 

• GammaDelta Therapeutics developed multiple next generation and 
GMP enabled Vd1 platforms to treat a variety of malignancies in 
allogeneic settings 

• Building on our expertise for expanding Vd1 T cells, we have now 
developed scalable and stable gene engineering platforms for the 
generation of Vd1 T cells expressing chimeric antigen receptors (CAR) 
and other molecules 

New class of Ag-specific cancer active immunotherapies based on an off-
the-shelf antigen presenting cell line (PDC*line) 

• PDC*line is a new, potent and scalable therapeutic cancer vaccine based 
on a proprietary allogeneic cell line of Plasmacytoid Dendritic Cells  

• PDC*line is much more potent than conventional vaccines in priming 
and boosting antitumor antigens, including neoantigens and specific 
cytotoxic T cells, and improves the response to checkpoint inhibitors  

• The technology can be applied for any cancer  
 
Eric Halioua, President and CEO, PDC*line Pharma (CONFIRMED) 



Festival of Biologics: World Immunotherapy Congress 2020 
Draft online agenda. Times in GMT and subject to change. 
 

3 

 

 
Oliver Nussbaumer, VP, Immunology, GammaDelta Therapeutics 
(CONFIRMED) 

11:40 Allogeneic CAR-T cells: from discovery to manufacturing 
• CARDIS: a novel platform for discovery of specific, highly functional CARs 

• Allogeneic iNKTs as a CAR hosts 
 

Eleni Chantzoura, Team Leader – Immune Receptor Discsovery, AgenTus 

Therapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

Citrullination and homocitrullination are widely expressed, novel, stress 
induced post-translational modifications (siPTM) that are excellent targets 
for cancer vaccines 

• There is a repertoire of cytotoxic CD4 T cells in mice and humans that 
recognises siPTMs 

• Inflammation and stress induce high levels of autophagy and MHC-II 
presentation of siPTM on tumors 

• siPTM peptides linked to the TLR1/2 adjuvant, Amplivant, demonstrate 
potent anti-tumor immunity with no associated toxicity and will shorty 
enter the clinics 

 
Lindy Durrant, CSO/Professor of Cancer Immunotherapy, Scancell 
Therapeutics/Nottingham University (CONFIRMED) 

12:00  How to improve your vaccine and viral vector manufacturing processes – 
from benchtop to clinical trials 
 
Emilie Bodin, Business Development Manager, Clean Cells (CONFIRMED) 

12:20 Networking break 

12:55 The future of cellular immunotherapy: highly automated precision 
medicine 

• Dr. Willard will speak about IsoPlexis’ functional proteomics platform 
and how it’s revealing the true functional biology of cells to accelerate 
research and medicine across many fields, including CAR-T therapy and 
cell manufacturing 

• How IsoPlexis’ IsoLight fills a gap in CAR-T research, ensuring that the 
cells produced perform their intended functions at all stages of the 
manufacturing process 

• A core purpose of the IsoPlexis platform is the identification of 
polyfunctional cells—cells which secrete multiple cytokines 
simultaneously and can be associated with functions like protective 
immune response or disease progression, depending on the specific 
cytokines secreted by the cell 

13:00 – 13:40  
LIVE Panel discussion 
Therapeutic cancer vaccines – what does the future look like? 
 
Eric Halioua, President and CEO, PDC*line Pharma (CONFIRMED) 
Heinz Lubenau, Chief Executive Officer, VAXIMM (CONFIRMED) 
Karoline Schjetne, Vice President, Head of Bioanalytical Sciences, Vaccibody 
(CONFIRMED) 
Nicolas Mach, Founder, CSO, MaxiVAX (INVITED) 
Sari Personen, VP Scientific and Clinical Development, Co-Founder, Valo 
Therapeutics (INVITED) 
Moderator TBC 
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• The future of cell therapy, including the ways in which IsoLight platform 
can facilitate great leaps in innovation in the field and across research 
areas 

 
Dr Stacey Willard, Director of Product Management, IsoPlexis (CONFIRMED) 

13:20 Opportunities to optimize dosing using off-the-shelf CAR-T 

• CAR-T therapies are highly effective but are limited by production 
timelines, cost, and safety 

• Pharmacologic principles may allow improvements in safety and efficacy  

• Off-the-shelf agents may be optimally suited to overcome autologous 
CAR-T limitations  

 
Chris Heery, CMO, Precision BioSciences (CONFIRMED) 

13:40 Modernizing laboratory informatics for immunotherapy research and 
development 

• An overview of cell therapy landscape and challenges associated with 
the development of these therapies 

• Introduction to Benchling and the critical role it can play in data 
management of cell therapy R&D 

 
Prem Mohanty, Product Marketing Manager, Benchling (CONFIRMED) 

Therapeutic potential of next generation variants of VSV-GP and synergy 
with immune modulators 

• Tumor cells lysed by oncolytic viruses release pro-inflammatory signals 
and tumor associated antigens, thus representing a suitable source for 
priming anti-tumor T-cell immunity 

• The current study explores the immune promoting properties of an 
oncolytic virus and one of its next generation variants that express an 
immune stimulatory recombinant protein (cargo) in syngeneic mouse 
tumor models. The combination with additional immunomodulators is 
also investigated 

 
Jutta Petschenka, Principal Scientist, Boehringer Ingelheim (CONFIRMED) 

14:00 Merging into the fast lane - differentiated development of lisocaptagene 
maraleucel, a CD19 CAR T-cell therapy  

• Defined composition, available clinical data on liso 

• Benefit/risk from 17001 and OUTREACH strategy 

• Moving to 2L in DLBCL, CLL/MCL/FL and combinations to drive efficacy  
 
David Fontana, Vice President, Cell Therapy Franchise 
Juno Therapeutics, a Bristol-Myers Squibb Company (CONFIRMED) 

Clinical development of monoclonal antibodies targeting tumor neo-
epitopes 

• Use of an allogenic tumor vaccine to identify immunogenic antigens  

• Identifying monoclonal antibodies with sensitivity and specificity to neo-
epitopes  

• Clinical Development of 2 monoclonal antibodies: NEO-102 and NEO-
201 

 
Philip M. Arlen, Chief Executive Officer, Chief Medical Officer, Precision 
Biologics (CONFIRMED) 
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14:20 Manufacturing platforms for endogenous, engineered, autologous, or 
allogeneic TCR-T based adoptive cell therapies 

• Immatics is a clinical stage company focused on the development of TCR 
based cell therapies against novel targets for solid tumors 

• Endogenous and engineered TCRs against these tumor targets are used 
in various Immatics’ Adoptive Cellular Therapy programs  

• Extensive process development led to the manufacturing approaches for 
the various product platforms 

• Exemplary manufacturing and/or clinical data from various trials will be 
presented for the various platforms 

 
Ali Mohamed, Vice President CMC, Immatics (CONFIRMED) 

Systemic delivery and enhanced immunotherapeutic activity with next 
generation oncolytic vaccinia 

• The next generation of clinical oncolytic vaccinia viruses will need to be 
delivered systemically. 

• In addition, improved targeting of the immunosuppressive 
microenvironment will be needed. 

• Approaches to achieve these goals, while maintaining safety and 
oncolytic activity will be discussed 

 
Steve Thorne, CSO, Western Oncolytics (CONFIRMED) 

14:40 Enabling speed to clinic for gene-modified cellular processes – taking 
vector and gene editing raw materials off critical path 

• Gene modified cellular processes require many critical raw materials 
including plasmids and viral vectors. Employing gene editing techniques 
increases the complexity. 

• Obtaining the raw materials sequentially would lead to extremely long 
timelines to generate GMP viral vectors and gene editing raw materials 
to enable an IND submission 

• This talk will highlight the risk-based approach BMS uses to significant 
decrease these timelines 

 
John Moscariello, Senior Director, Viral Vector and Gene Editing Process 
Development, BMS (CONFIRMED) 

Improving anticancer T cell induction with personalized cancer vaccines 
based on peptide neoantigen-TLRa conjugates programmed for 
nanoparticle self-assembly 

• Innovations around self-assembling nanoparticles based on amphiphilic 
polymers (“SNAP”) that enable rapid manufacturing of peptide-based 
cancer vaccines and improved T cell induction 

• Efficient T cell induction with SNAP aids algorithm validation for 
neoantigen selection  

• Combination therapies with SNAP vaccines that maximize T cell 
responses and efficacy 

 
Geoffrey Lynn, CEO & Co-Founder, Avidea Technologies (CONFIRMED) 

15:00 Dealing with the combinatorial complexity of protein engineering: bi- and 
multi-specifics, TCRs and CAR Ts 
• New technology platform that fully automates molecular design, as well 

as the integrated assessment of potency, efficacy, and developability 
profiling of large panels of bispecific candidates 

• Use cases showing the systematic cloning, expression, purification, and 
characterization of complex multi-specific, CAR T and TCR modalities, 
with a focus on immuno-oncology applications 

 

Jessy Sheng, Ph.D., Scientific Consultant, Genedata (CONFIRMED) 

Reserved for MaxiVAX (INVITED) 
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 Immunotherapy for non-oncology Vaccines, neoantigens and oncolytics 

15:20 Oxidative post-translational modification involvement in formation of 
neoepitopes in autoimmune disease 
 
Ahuva Nissim, Professor, William Harvey Research Institute, Queen Mary 
University (CONFIRMED) 

Utilizing DNA medicines to treat cancer, pre-cancer and infectious diseases 

• DNA as medicine: synthetic DNA plasmids in the treatment of human 
disease 

• Building a robust antibody and T cell response against cancer and 
infectious diseases with DNA 

• Combining novel DNA medicines with available immuno-oncology 
agents to potentially improve clinical outcomes 

 
Jeffrey Skolnik, VP, Clinical Development, Inovio (CONFIRMED) 

15:40 Title TBA 
 
Angus Dalgleish, Consultant Medical Oncologist, St George’s Hospital 
(CONFIRMED) 

UB-612: A multitope peptide-based vaccine entering clinic 

• Design of a MULTITOPE vaccine to activate both humoral and cellular 
arms of the immune response 

• Avoids the potential cross-reactive epitopes that could be involved in 
Vaccine Mediated Enhanced Disease (VMED) 

• Fast, at scale and cost-effective manufacturing required to stem COVID-
19 epidemics 

 

Farshad Guirakhoo, Chief Scientific Officer, COVAXX (CONFIRMED) 

16:00 Reprograming the airway epithelium through Notch signaling 

• Notch signaling is required for airway secretory cell fate maintenance 

• Inhibition of Notch signaling results in rapid conversion of airway 
secretory cells to ciliated cells 

• Converting secretory to ciliated cells can increase mucociliary clearance   
 
Daniel Lafkas, Scientist, Genentech (CONFIRMED) 

Neoantigens and Inhibigens™: the Yin and Yang of Immunotherapy 

• The ATLAS™ platform is the only bioassay with which to 
comprehensively profile human T cell responses to putative antigens 

• Neoantigens that are the targets of “stimulatory” (beneficial cytokine 
secretion), and Inhibigens that are the targets of “inhibitory” 
(suppressing beneficial cytokine secretion) T cell responses are 
identified 

• Inhibigens and their responding T cells can have deleterious effects on 
vaccine efficacy as well as other immunotherapies 

 
Jessica Baker Flechtner, Chief Scientific Officer, Genocea (CONFIRMED) 

16:20  CD8 T-cell epitopes vaccine against SARS-CoV-2 

• Selection of T-cell epitopes in stable SARS-CoV-2 genome and high 
homology with previous CoVs  
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• Preclinical vaccination elicits viral-specific Tissue-resident memory T 
cells 

• Identification of immunodominant CD8 T cell epitopes in convalescent 
COVID-19 patients 

 
Nicolas Poirier, Chief Scientific Officer, OSE ImmunoTherapeutics 
(CONFIRMED) 

16:40 Closing keynote panel discussion 
Progress on COVID-19 vaccine development programs 
 
Moderator: Hannah Kuchler, US Pharma and Biotech Correspondent, FT (CONFIRMED) 
Farshad Guirakhoo, Chief Scientific Officer, COVAXX (CONFIRMED) 
Hanneke Schuitemaker, VP, Viral Vaccine Discovery and Translational Medicine, Janssen (CONFIRMED) 
Josh Morrison, Co-Founder and Executive Director, 1Day Sooner (CONFIRMED) 
Kate Broderick, VP Research and Development, Inovio (CONFIRMED) 

17:25 Platform remains open for networking 

 
Time (GMT) Day 2, Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

08:55 Welcome from Terrapinn  

09:00 – 
09:25 

Opening keynote presentation 
PD-1 antibodies are transforming cancer treatments both as mono and combination therapies  

• PD-1 monotherapy has shown broad activity across tumor types and lines of therapy  

• Precision Medicine tools have been deployed to enrich monotherapy studies and to inform combination therapies  

• PD-1 antibodies in combination are showing significant activity across tumor types and lines of therapy  

• An extensive clinical database is allowing rapid evaluation of various precision medicine generated hypotheses  
  
Roy Baynes, Senior Vice President and Head Global Clinical Development, Chief Medical Officer, Merck Sharp and Dohme (CONFIRMED)  

09:25 – 
09:50 

Idecabtagene vicleucel, a BCMA-targeted CAR T cell therapy for the treatment of patients with relapsed and refractory multiple myeloma 

• Results of the KarMMa pivotal study results 

• Upcoming clinical trials (currently recruiting) 
 
Olivier Gouedard, Vice President, Global Cell Therapy Franchise, Ide-cel Development Program Lead, BMS (CONFIRMED) 

 Cellular immunotherapy Immune checkpoint modulation 
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10:00 TRuC T cells: Leveraging the potential of the entire TCR in solid tumors 

• Will describe the TRuC T cell platform 

• Will describe the advantages of TRuC T cells over CAR T cells in solid 
tumors 

• Will provide details around the ongoing clinical trials with TRuC T cells 
 
Alfonso Quintas, Chief Medical Officer, TCR2 Therapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

IL-15-based trifunctional antibody-fusion proteins with costimulatory TNF-
superfamily ligands for cancer immunotherapy  

• Combination of IL-15 with costimulatory TNF-superfamily ligands 

• Mode of action/format development 
 
Dafne Müller, Group Leader, Institute of Cell Culture and Immunotherapy, 
University of Stuttgart (CONFIRMED) 

10:20 Making T-cell therapy of solid tumors work: clinical data from use of TILT-
123 in patients receiving an adaptive Tumor Infiltrating Lymphocyte 
therapy 

• TILT-123 has been developed to enable various forms of T-cell therapy, 
including TIL, TCR and CAR T therapy, and checkpoint inhibition of 
immunologically cold tumors 

• Conventional TIL protocols utilize high dose preconditioning 
chemotherapy and post-conditioning IL2, both of which are toxic.  

• With TILT-123 both conditioning regimens can be left out. Clinical and 
preclinical data using TILT-123 will be presented 

 
Joao Santos, Head of Cell Therapy, TILT Biotherapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

HERA-GITRL: A unique hexavalent GITR agonist for cancer immunotherapy 

• Represents a novel class of TNFR superfamily agonists mimicking the 
natural ligand conformation 

• Crosslinking independent solely GITR-agonist inducing antigen-specific T 
cell activity in vivo  

• Prevents Treg cell-mediated suppression of effector T cell activity 

• Shows single-agent anti-tumor efficacy in vivo 
  
Oliver Hill, Vice President, Drug Discovery, Apogenix (CONFIRMED) 

10:40 Engineering safety and efficacy into CAR-T cells 

• CAR T-cell therapy of solid tumors faces important challenges including 
on-target/off-tumor toxicity and barriers to immune activity in the 
tumor microenvironment 

• We have rationally designed a novel heterodimeric STOP-CAR that can 
be remotely controlled by administration of a small molecule that 
reversibly disrupts the receptor 

• CAR T cells can be co-engineered to express molecules that can re-
program the immune landscape for enhanced tumor control and 
survival 

 
Melita Irving, Group Leader T-Cell Engineering, Ludwig Institute for Cancer 
Research (CONFIRMED) 

NKG2A, a novel immune checkpoint for anti-cancer killer cells 

• Checkpoint blockade therapy revolutionized cancer treatment;  

• NKG2A is an inhibiting receptor on killer lymphocytes, including CD8 T 
cells and natural killer cells;  

• Blockade of NKG2A ligation improves immunotherapy of cancer;  

• Clinical trials are currently evaluating potency of anti-NKG2A antibodies 
 
Thorbald van Hall, Associate Professor, Department of Medical Oncology, 
Leiden University Medical Center (CONFIRMED) 

11:00 

 

Affimer therapeutics: generation of checkpoint inhibitor antagonists with 
broad applications  

• The Affimer platform is based on the human protease inhibitor, Stefin A, 
we have introduced 2x9 aa loops into the backbone to generate large 
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phage display libraries from which we can generate binders to 
therapeutic targets 

• With our anti-PDL1 Affimer Fc we have demonstrated total tumor 
regression in mouse syngeneic models in combination with an iDASH 
inhibitor and immunity to rechallenge with tumor cells 

 
Amrik Basran, Chief Scientific Officer, Avacta (CONFIRMED) 

11:20 Designing T-cell engagers with better therapeutic windows 

• Sequence-based discovery of novel CD3-based T-cell engagers (TCE’s) 

• Defining quality attributes of TCE’s for better therapeutic windows 

• Decoupling cancer cytotoxicity from cytokine release 

• The next-gen of TCE’s with better therapeutic windows 
 
Omid Vafa, Chief Business Officer, TeneoBio (CONFIRMED) 

The CD47-SIRPα innate immune checkpoint in cancer 

• Innate immune cells as cytotoxic effector cells in cancer 

• Enhancing effector function by targeting CD47-SIRPα 

• Clinical progress 
 
Timo van den Berg, Professor of Immunotherapy, Sanquin Research 
(CONFIRMED) 

11:40 T-cell therapy in infectious disease 

• Why are pathogen-specific T-cell therapy needed 

• Current strategies 

• Future directions 
 
Nina Khanna, Research Group Leader, University of Basel Department of 
Biomedicine Infection Biology and Leading Senior Physician, University 
Hospital Basel (CONFIRMED) 
Live only. Not available on demand. 

Development and characterization of original tumor models displaying in 
vivo acquired resistance to immunotherapies 

• Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICI) are one of the most important recent 
breakthroughs in oncology. These molecules have a double originality: 
on one hand they release the patient’s immune system antitumor 
activity, and on the other hand they are not specific of a tumor antigen 
and can therefore be efficient in multiple types of cancer 

• Unfortunately, such therapeutics are often impaired by the emergence 
of secondary resistances during treatment. To be able to develop new 
therapeutics targeting resistant tumors, it is crucial to: understand the 
causes for secondary resistance to these agents; to develop relevant 
preclinical models to assess their efficacy 

 
Morgane Denis, PhD Student, Antineo (CONFIRMED) 

12:00 Networking break 

13:00 Allogenic CAR-T cell therapy without gene editing 

• Celyad utilizes two technologies based on non-gene edited approaches 
to modulate the T-cell receptor (TCR) complex to generate allogeneic 
CAR-T therapies.  

• The first approach utilizes our TCR-inhibitor molecule (TIM) and is 
tailored to our NKG2D-based CAR-T clinical candidate CYAD-101 

Immune modulatory therapies: The T-win platform 

• Therapies developed based on TME derived antigens 

• Impressive early clinical data 
 
Mai-Britt Zocca, CEO, IO Biotech (CONFIRMED) 
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• The second approach leverages shRNA technology to knockdown the 
expression of the TCR on the surface of the T-cell and is used in CYAD-
200 series 

 
Laure Twyffels, Research & Development Manager, Celyad Oncology 
(CONFIRMED) 

13:20 Treg-based therapies to induce immune tolerance in transplantation and 
autoimmunity 

• Lessons learned from Treg-directed therapies in liver transplantation 
(polyclonal Tregs vs low dose IL-2 therapy)  

• Engineered Tregs for the modulation of antigen-specific responses 

• Quell Therapeutics strategy to enhance Treg therapies 
 
Marc Martinez-Llordella, Founder and VP Biology, Quell Therapeutics 
(CONFIRMED) 

Tumor-localised activation of the immune system with PRS-343, a HER2/4-
1B bispecific molecule in patients with HER2+ malignancies 

• PRS-343 is the first molecule of its kind to demonstrate encouraging 
evidence of safety and clinical benefit with correlative PD effect in a 
heavily pre-treated population 

• PRS-343, the first 4-1BB bispecific to enter clinical development, merits 
further investigation in clinical trials in HER2+ cancer patients 

 
Markus Zettl, Director of Immuno-Oncology, Pieris Pharmaceuticals 
(CONFIRMED) 

13:40 Retargeting activated T cells with bispecific antibodies to breast and 
pancreatic cancers 
 
Larry Lum, Professor, Director of Cellular Therapy, University of Virginia 
(CONFIRMED) 

K01401-020, a novel anti-VISTA antibody to enter phase I clinical 
development for cancer immunotherapy 
• VISTA and its candidate receptors 

• Innovative non-clinical mechanistic studies 
 
Pierre Ferre, Director, Oncology Programs, Pierre Fabre (CONFIRMED) 

14:00 Title TBA 
 
Nicholas Mach, CSO, MaxiVAX (CONFIRMED) 

Multidimensional personalized response assessment to microglia 
modulators in glioblastoma bioreactors 

• Using CODEX technology, we provide an in-depth characterization of the 
tumor microenvironment in different regions of the same tumor.  

• To evaluate the effect of TAM-modulating therapies in combination with 
T-cell checkpoint inhibitor approaches, we generated 3D GBM 
bioreactor cultures from patient-derived samples.  

• We report patient-tailored, tumor region specific response assessment 
to microglia modulators and checkpoint inhibitors using 
multidimensional fluorescent microscopy techniques (CODEX), and 
multiplexed cytokine release 

 
Gregor Hutter, Research Group Leader, University of Basel (CONFIRMED) 
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14:20 Identification of novel pHLA targets to enable targeting of solid tumors 
with high potency compounds 

• Advantages of intracellular targets (pHLAs) versus conventional cell 
surface antigens 

• Start with the end in mind: TCRs and targets from patients responding 
to CPI treatment 

• Strategies to find the most prevalent and immunogenic targets in CPI 
responders 

• Selection of pHLA targets with highest tumor vs normal tissue 
presentation to avoid off-tumor target toxicities of ADCs, Bispecifics, 
TCR-T and CAR-T cell therapies  

 
Hanspeter Gerber, CEO and CSO, 3T Biosciences (CONFIRMED) 

Targeting CD47 in solid tumors 

• The advantage of targeting CD47 with a bispecific strategy 

• Mesothelin as a therapeutic target in solid tumors 

• Selecting the optimal mesothelin-targeting arm for CD47xmesothelin 
bispecific antibody 

 
Limin Shang, Director of Pharmacology, Light Chain Bioscience – A Brand of 
Novimmune SA (CONFIRMED) 

14:40 Conditional unleashing of the intrinsic power of immune cells 
• Immune effector cells can exclusively target abnormal tissues bringing 

specificity to therapeutics 

• Specificity depends upon enhancement of the therapeutic window that 
can favor effectiveness over unwanted toxicity 

• The therapeutic window depends on trafficking, engagement and 
overcoming immune regulation (TEO) through a deeper understanding 
of the biology determining immune cells ability to traffic to the target 
tissues, engage with target cells and overcome immune repulsion and 
suppression 

 
Franco Marincola, Chief Research Officer, Refuge Biotechnologies 
(CONFIRMED) 

 

15:00 Closing keynote presentation 
Building the future with cell therapy 

• Delivering the present 

• Near-term advances 

• Writing the future 
 
Kristen M. Hege, Senior Vice President, Early Clinical Development, Hematology/Oncology and Cell Therapy, BMS (CONFIRMED) 

15:20 Platform remains open for networking 

 
Time (GMT) Day 3, Wednesday 4th November 2020 
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08:55 Welcome from Terrapinn 

09:00 – 
09:55 

Opening keynote panel discussion 
Overcoming immunotherapy resistance 
 
Moderator: Ryan J. Sullivan, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Chair, SITC Immunotherapy Resistance Committee (CONFIRMED) 
Maggie Cheang, Team Leader, Genomic Analysis – Clinical Trials, Institute of Cancer Research (CONFIRMED) 
Philip Beer, Visiting Scientist/Consultant Genomicist, Sanger Institute/NHS (CONFIRMED) 
Rizwan Haq, Assistant Professor, Harvard Medical School (CONFIRMED) 
Theresa LaVallee, VP, Translational Medicine and Regulatory Affairs, Parker Institute of Cancer Immunotherapy (CONFIRMED) 

 

Immunotherapy for solid tumors Immunotherapy clinical trials 

10:00 A novel cancer vaccine that specifically targets human cDC1 dendritic cells 

• cDC1 dendritic cells are required for effective tumor immune responses 

• Anti-human CLEC9A antibodies deliver tumor antigen specifically to 
human cDC1 dendritic cells 

• Anti-human CLEC9A antibodies stimulate naïve and memory human 
tumor specific T cell responses 

 
Kristen Radford, Principal Research Fellow - Cancer Immunotherapies, 
Mater Research Institute, University of Queensland (CONFIRMED) 

Management of toxicities associated with immuno-oncology therapies. 
Have we made progress? 

• Current Clinical Practice Guidelines (e.g. ESMO and ASCO) 

• Evolving treatment paradigms  

• Explorative approaches: early recognition and detection of risk factors 
 
Céline Adessi, Senior Director & Group Head of Oncology and Clinical Safety 
Science, Roche (CONFIRMED) 
Not available after 4/10/20. 

10:20 
 

PeptiCRAd – a novel personalized cancer immunotherapy for solid tumors 

• PeptiCRAd is a unique immunotherapy platform that can be applied to 
any existing oncolytic adenovirus and peptide vaccine technologies for 
improved tumor-targeted immune response 

• PeptiCRAd technology addresses the need for cancer-specific and 
patient-specific (neoantigen) therapies 

• PeptiCRAd triggers unparalleled T-cell responses against multiple tumor-
specific antigens simultaneously and is therefore highly complementary 
with immune checkpoint blockade therapy 

 
Sari Personen, VP Scientific and Clinical Development, Co-Founder, Valo 
Therapeutics (CONFIRMED) 

Conducting immunotherapy trials during COVID-19 pandemics 
• How the organization adapted, moving from face-to-face to remote in 

teams’ interactions within the company and with sites, and which 
processes changes were implemented 

• What have been the success factors? 

• What results we have achieved 
 

Laura Luchini, VP, Region Head EMEA, Global Clinical Trials Operations, MSD 
(CONFIRMED) 

10:40 Bacterial cancer therapy  

• Engineering bacteria for delivery of therapeutic proteins 
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• Selective growth of bacteria in solid tumors 

• Versatility / platform character 
 
Simon Ittig, Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, T3 Pharmaceuticals 
(CONFIRMED) 

11:00 A tumor-targeted CD40 agonistic DARPin® molecule leading to antitumor 
activity with limited systemic toxicity 

• Tumor-localized CD40 activation  

• Antitumor activity with limited toxicity 

• Fibroblast activation protein (FAP), a target for the tumor 
microenvironment  

 
Nicolò Rigamonti, Project Leader and Biology Lead, Molecular Partners 
(CONFIRMED) 

11:20 Immunotherapy in melanoma from advanced to adjuvant to neoadjuvant 
therapy 

• Consistency of observations in advanced and adjuvant therapy setting 

• The new neoadjuvant immunotherapy revolution 

• What melanoma management in 5 years will look like 
 
Alexander Eggermont, Chief Scientific Officer, Princess Máxima Center for 
Pediatric Oncology (CONFIRMED) 

11:40 Allogeneic inflammatory DCs as intratumoral immune primer: starting the 
engine of the immune system 

• Ilixadencel, or inflammatory DCs, mimics virally infected DCs and 
produce a potent set of chemokines and cytokines in the tumor 

• Recruits and activates NK cells and immature DCs to induce tumor-
specific T cell activation as the optimal immune primer 

• Phase II controlled study in RCC showed more complete responses, 
more durable responses, and long-term survival 

• Phase I/II combination study with checkpoint inhibitors ongoing 
 
Sijme Zeilemaker, Chief Operating Officer, Immunicum (CONFIRMED) 

12:00 Networking break 
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Tumor microenvironment 

13:00 An update on improving myeloid effector cell therapy recruitment for immunotherapy 
 
Thomas Valerius, Assistant Professor, Stem Cell Transplantation and Immunotherapy, University of Kiel (CONFIRMED) 

13:20 Targeting glyco-immune checkpoints for cancer therapy 

• Changes of glycosylation in cancer 

• Modulation of cancer-associated glycans for cancer immunotherapy 

• Cancer-associated glycans as antigens for cancer therapy 

• Glycan manipulation for cellular therapies 
 
Heinz Laubli, Senior Physician, Medical Oncology, University Hospital Basel (CONFIRMED) 

13:40 Targeting sTNF to manipulate the TME in breast cancer  

• Local mechanisms of resistance to immunotherapy  

• Role of MUC4 in resistance to trastuzumab in HER2+ breast cancer  

• Targeting soluble TNF to prevent MUC4 expression and reverse resistance to trastuzumab  
 
RJ Tesi, CEO, INmune Bio (CONFIRMED) 

14:00 A nano-radiomics approach for detecting tumor response to cellular immunotherapy 

• Novel methods are needed for non-invasive and accurate assessment of early tumor response to next generation cellular immunotherapies  

• In this work, we investigated nano-radiomics (advance quantitative analysis of nanoparticle contrast-enhanced 3-dimensional images) to detect 
phenotypic features indicative of tumor response to tumor microenvironment-directed cellular immunotherapy  

 
Ketan B. Ghaghada, PhD, Assistant Professor, Translational Imaging Group, Department of Radiology, Texas Children’s Hospital, Baylor College of 
Medicine (CONFIRMED) 

14:20 Networking break 

 

Biomarkers in immunotherapy 

15:00 High throughput validation of neoantigen presentation for precision immunotherapy 

• Neoantigens are typically presented at very low levels and are difficult to detect 

• Novel technologies allow their detection at very high sensitivity and throughput 

• Profiling the neoantigen landscape can educate on immunotherapy decisions 
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Tim Fugmann, Senior Scientific Advisor, Alithea Bio (CONFIRMED) 

15:20 Monitoring circulating tumor DNA as a molecular bloodborne-based biomarker to predict tumor response in lung cancer patients treated with 
immunotherapy 

• A significant minority of patients treated with immune checkpoint inhibitors shows durable responses, but no adequate biomarkers are available for 
predicting which patients will benefit.   

• Immunotherapy is expensive and potentially toxic.  

• Tumor response is monitored by tumor volume using CT scanning.  

• The aim of our study is to assess plasma levels of non-targetable tumor-specific mutations as molecular biomarkers and monitoring tool for durable 
responses to immunotherapy in advanced NSCLC 

 
Ed Schuuring, Professor of Molecular Oncological Pathology, Clinical Scientist in Molecular Pathology, University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG) 
(CONFIRMED) 

15:40 Role of the spliced FKBP51 in M1 to M2 transition of macrophages 

• FKBP51 immunophilin is abundantly expressed by immune cells. Co-inhibitory immune receptor signalling generates the splicing isoform FKBP51s  

• FKBP51s acts as an isomerase that assists in PD-L1 maturation and expression on the plasma membrane 

• An expansion of FKBP51s+PD-L1+monocytes was measured in two cohorts of non-responding patients to anti-CTLA-4 or anti-PD1 

• Manipulation of FKBP51s modulated the macrophage-phenotype, with forced protein expression promoting alternative polarization of macrophages 
 
Maria Fiammetta Romano, Associate Professor of Biochemistry, University of Naples “Federico II” (CONFIRMED) 

16:00 Integrating complex biomarkers to predict response and understand resistance to cancer immunotherapy agents 

• To date, no single biomarker has proven effective at predicting response to immunotherapy 

• Integration of complex biomarker signatures will likely be required for accurate prediction 

• Data from multi-parameter assays also inform on disease biology and mechanisms of resistance 

 
Philip Beer, Visiting Scientist/Consultant Genomicist, Sanger Institute/NHS (CONFIRMED) 

16:20 Platform remains open for networking 

 
Time (GMT) Day 4, Thursday 5th November 2020 

08:55 Welcome from Terrapinn 

09:00 – 
09:25 

Opening keynote 
Engineering tailored bispecific antibodies and fusion proteins for cancer immunotherapy 

• Novel approaches in engineering antibodies for cancer immunotherapy including novel T cell bispecific antibodies 

• Tumor targeted 4-1BB agonists and immunocytokine 
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Christian Klein, Head of Oncology Programmes, Department Head Cancer Immunotherapy, Roche Innovation Center Zurich, Roche Pharma Research and 
Early Development (CONFIRMED) 

 Antibodies for immunotherapy Combination therapies 

09:30 I-Mab’s bispecifics for immunotherapy  

• Strategy and criteria for the bispecifics 

• I-Mab’s proprietary platform 

• Examples: Development of immunocytokine and bispecific molecules  
 
Taylor Guo, Chief Scientific Officer, I-Mab BioPharma (CONFIRMED) 

Update on phase 1 studies of Sym021 (anti-PD-1), alone and in 
combination with Sym022 (anti-LAG-3) or Sym023 (anti-TIM-3) 

• Anti-PD-(L)1 Abs have become a mainstay of treatment for various 
cancers; However, many patients either do not respond or develop 
resistance to the treatment  

• Upregulation or co-expression of other immune checkpoints has been 
associated with resistance to PD-1 blockade  

• Targeting multiple immune checkpoints, including LAG-3 and TIM-3, 
may provide a strategy to overcome resistance 

• Data from ongoing clinical trials with antibody combinations targeting 
PD-1, LAG-3 and TIM-3 will be presented 

 
Johan Lantto, Project Director, Immuno-Oncology, Symphogen 
(CONFIRMED) 

09:50 Compartment locked immunotherapy of brain cancer 

• Rationale for local immunotherapy of brain cancer 

• Our approach to increase local retention of biologics 

• Performance of compartment locked biologics in murine brain tumors 
and human explant cultures 

 
Johannes vom Berg, Group Leader, Institute of Laboratory Animal Science, 
University of Zurich (CONFIRMED) 
Live only. Not available on demand. 

Targeting cancer associated fibroblasts to overcome immunotherapy 
resistance in immune excluded tumors   

• Cancer associated fibroblasts (CAF) are associated with poor prognosis 
in human cancers; however, most murine immunotherapy tumor 
models do not have this stromal feature. 

• We developed CAF-rich models to study the effects of CAF on the tumor 
immune microenvironment and found that CAF promote CD8 T-cell 
exclusion from tumors; this results in resistance to different 
immunotherapies (vaccine-based and aPD1) 

• We identified a CAF-specific target NOX4, and showed that NOX4 
inhibition using GKT137831 (NOX1/4 inhibitor), could prevent and 
reverse CAF differentiation; this promotes T-cell infiltration into tumors 
and overcomes immunotherapy resistance 

 
Gareth Thomas, Professor of Experimental Pathology, Consultant in 
Histopathology, University of Southampton (CONFIRMED) 

10:10 Harnessing innate immunity in cancer therapy  Targeting Fc gamma receptor IIB to enhance cancer immunotherapy 
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• New therapies that promote antitumor immunity have focused on 
enhancing T-cell responses, either by targeting inhibitory pathways with 
immune checkpoint inhibitors, or by targeting activating pathways, as 
with chimeric antigen receptor T cells or bispecific antibodies 

• Only a minority of patients with cancer benefit from these treatments, 
highlighting the need to identify new cells and molecules that could be 
exploited in the next generation of immunotherapy 

• Given the crucial role of innate immune responses in immunity, 
harnessing these responses opens up new possibilities for long-lasting, 
multilayered tumor control. We will present innovative anti-tumor 
therapies based on the manipulation of the innate immune system 

 
Eric Vivier, CSO, Innate Pharma (CONFIRMED) 

• Mechanisms that control activity of antibody drugs as a class 

• Overcoming antibody drug resistance 

• Clinical progress 
 
Björn Frendeus, CSO, BioInvent (CONFIRMED) 
Live only. Not available on demand. 

10:30 

Presentation slot available 

Cutting-edge preclinical models help the design of rational cancer immuno-
therapy combinations 

• Cancer immunotherapy combinations can provide 
unprecedented benefits for patients in need 

• The search for relevant and predictive pre-clinical models to test 
therapy combinations is challenging 

• We present here the work that we have been doing at the Roche 
Innovation Center Zurich to evaluate CIT combinations in humanized 
mice 

 
Sara Colombetti, Global Head of Oncology Discovery Pharmacology, Roche 
Innovation Center (CONFIRMED) 

10:50 IgE immunotherapy for cancer, a first in class agent from concept to the 
clinic 

• In different models of cancer we have demonstrated that anti-tumor IgE 
could engender superior effector functions over its IgG 
counterpart against cancer, leading to a first-in-man clinical trial 

• IgE directs monocyte and macrophage recruitment towards tumors and 
may provide a mechanism to engender enhanced immune surveillance 
in the tumor microenvironment 

 
Sophia Karagiannis, Professor of Translational Cancer Immunology and 
Immunotherapy, Kings College London (CONFIRMED) 

A soluble LAG-3 protein (eftilagimod alpha) with an anti-PD-1 antibody 
(pembrolizumab): results of a phase II study in NSCLC and HNSCC 

• An antigen presenting cell (APC) activator combined with an immune 
checkpoint inhibitor: a new combination in immuno-oncology 

• Results in first and second (in PD-X refractory patients) lines non-small 
cell lung carcinoma (NSCLC) and in second line head and neck small cell 
carcinoma (HNSCC) 

 
Frédéric Triebel, CSO, CMO, Immutep (CONFIRMED) 
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11:10 A novel tumor activated immunocytokine platform  

• Delivering functional cytokines to the tumor micro-environment 

• Minimizing systemic cytokine activity 

• Range of suitable cytokines 
 
Peter Lowe, Director of Biologics Generation & Optimisation, Pierre Fabre 
(CONFIRMED) 

Combination therapies to overcome atypical patterns of response to single 
agent immunotherapy 

• Atypical responses to single agent immunotherapies include hyper-
progression and dissociated responses 

• Combination therapies might be able to overcome the difficult to handle 
atypical patterns of response 

 

Christophe Le Tourneau, Head, Department of Drug Development & 
Innovation, Institut Curie (CONFIRMED) 

11:30 Engineering tailored BsAb for cancer immunotherapy 
 
Marjolein van Egmond, Professor in Oncology and Inflammation, 
Amsterdam UMC (CONFIRMED) 

LIVE Panel discussion 
Immunotherapies in combination studies 
 
Frédéric Triebel, CSO, CMO, Immutep (CONFIRMED) 
Sara Colombetti, Global Head of Oncology Discovery Pharmacology, Roche 
Innovation Center (CONFIRMED) 
Johan Lantto, Project Director, Immuno-Oncology, Symphogen 
(CONFIRMED) 
Jutta Petschenka, Principal Scientist, Boehringer Ingelheim (CONFIRMED) 
Member of Hutter group, University of Basel (INVITED) 
Moderator TBC 

11:50 Mitazalimab – a CD40 agonist to unleash CD40 in immuno-oncology 

• Phase 2 ready CD40 agonist 

• Activating antigen presenting cells to enhance priming of tumor specific 
T cells 

• FcgR-dependent CD40 agonistic effects 
 
Peter Ellmark, VP Discovery, Alligator Biosciences (CONFIRMED) 

12:10 Reserved for ProteoGenix  

12:20 Networking break 

13:10 BiCKI®IL7: bifunctional anti-PD1/IL7 mAb 

• BiCKI® is an engineered anti-PD-1 bispecific platform to extend the 
spectrum of patients responding to immunotherapies by addressing 
untapped immune evasion mechanisms. 

• BiCKI®IL7 revives the cancer immunity cycle and counteracts T-cell 
exhaustion 

• Differentiation of IL-7 as compare to IL-2 and IL-15 cytokines 
 
Nicolas Poirier, Chief Scientific Officer, OSE ImmunoTherapeutics 
(CONFIRMED) 

13:05 – 13:30 
Repertoire Immune Medicine’s innovative approach to controlling cytokine 
release 

• Cytokine therapeutics can have remarkable anti-tumor efficacy but are 
limited by short PK and toxicities 

• We will hear how Repertoire’s PRIME T Cells have the potential to safely 
deliver cytokines to tumors and are designed for controlled release 
without major systemic exposure 

• We will also learn how Repertoire's technology promotes the anti-tumor 
efficacy of adoptively transferred T cells 

 
Karsten Sauer, Vice President, Repertoire Immune Medicine (CONFIRMED) 
Live only. Not available on demand. 
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13:30 Therapeutic antibody hit generation using fully human antibody transgenic 
mice RenMab and RenLite 
 
Qingcong Lin, CEO, Biocytogen Boston Corp (CONFIRMED) 

Investigating the use of autologous cancer stem cell vaccine in combination 
with checkpoint inhibitors to improve patient outcomes 

• sPD-1 as a prognostic or predictive biomarker 

• Observations from phase II melanoma and GBM cancer trials 

• Enhancing immune response 
 
Hans S. Keirstead, Chief Executive Officer, AIVITA Biomedical, Inc. 
(CONFIRMED) 

13:50 CUE-102 Immuno-STATs for selective targeting and expansion of WT1-
specific T cells for the treatment of HLA-A02 and/or HLA-A24 cancer 
patients expressing WT1 

• Development of novel modalities to target WT1 provide a significant 
opportunity to address high unmet need in WT1-positive malignancies 

• CUE-102 Immuno-STAT biologics contain either HLA-A*02 or HLA-A*24 
molecules, four copies of affinity-attenuated human IL-2, and an 
effector attenuated IgG1 Fc domain 

• CUE-102 selectively expand a polyfunctional, oligoclonal population of 
WT1 specific CD8+ T cells capable of recognizing and responding to WT1 
peptide-presenting target cells 

• CUE-102 Immuno-STATs have the potential to enhance anti-tumor 
immunity in patients with WT1-positive malignancies 

 
Saso Cemerski, Senior Director, Head of Immuno-Oncology Discovery, Cue 
Biopharma (CONFIRMED) 

A novel class of fully human bispecific antibodies for cancer 
immunotherapy 

• An emerging class of immunotherapeutics: CD3x bispecifics in 
hematologic malignancies and solid tumors 

• A novel platform of costimulatory bispecifics antibodies to enhance the 
anti-tumor efficacy of existing therapies (CD3-based bispecific & anti-
PD-1) 

 
Dimitris Skokos, Senior Director, Cancer Immunology, Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals (CONFIRMED) 

14:10 Antibody-mediated inhibition of MICA and MICB shedding promotes NK 
cell-driven tumor immunity 

• Alpha-3 domain-specific antibodies inhibit MICA/B shedding by tumor 
cells in a highly specific manner 

• The MICA/B-stabilized tumor cells, which are treated with the 
antibodies, are killed by NK cells in NKG2D and Fc receptor-dependent 
manners. These antibodies inhibit the outgrowth of pulmonary 
metastases of melanoma in a NK cell-dependent manner Therefore, 
inhibition of MICA/B shedding holds promise for cancer immunotherapy 

 
Lucas Ferrari de Andrade, Assistant Professor, Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai (CONFIRMED) 

Leveraging the BEAT® platform (Bispecific Engagement of Antibodies based 
on T cell Receptor) to deliver novel therapeutics in immuno-oncology 

• Describe BEAT® platform 

• Present a few examples to illustrate how the BEAT® platform can be 
applied to advance novel therapeutics in immuno-oncology 

 
Lamine Mbow, Senior Vice President, Head of NBE Discovery, Ichnos 
Sciences (CONFIRMED) 
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14:30 Selective inhibition of TGFβ1 activation overcomes primary resistance to 
checkpoint inhibition therapy 

• Previous studies have shown that TGFβ signaling is a significant 
contributor to lack of clinical response to checkpoint inhibition therapies 

• Retrospective analyses of clinical tumor samples identify TGFβ1 as the 
most prevalent TGFβ isoform in most solid cancers 

• Preclinical results across multiple resistant mouse tumor models 
demonstrate highly selective inhibition of TGFβ1 activation with SRK-
181-mIgG1 overcomes key mechanism of primary resistance to 
checkpoint inhibition therapy 

• Selective inhibition of latent TGFβ1 activation with SRK-181 has 
demonstrated an improved preclinical safety profile compared to 
conventional inhibitors of TGFβ signaling 

 
Thomas Schurpf, Associate Director, Discovery Biology, Scholar Rock 
(CONFIRMED) 

Antagonist antibodies as combination agents in immuno-oncology 

• Novel combination strategies are needed to improve checkpoint 
inhibitor response rates 

• Checkpoint inhibitor combinations with agonist antibodies have 
struggled in the clinic 

• New generation of antagonist antibodies could be alternative strategy in 
IO combinations 

 
Russell LaMontagne, CEO, Boston Immune Technologies and Therapeutics 
(CONFIRMED) 

14:50 Tumor-targeted activation of the immune system using multi-specific 
antibodies 

• Liquid and solid tumors  

• Signal 1 (CD3) and signal 2 (co-stim) 
 
Nathan Trinklein, Chief Technology Officer, TeneoBio (CONFIRMED) 

Leveraging reverse translational medicine to overcome resistance to 
immune checkpoint blockade at the Parker Institute 

• Identification of rational combinations in IO is augmented by reverse 
translational medicine  

• Reverse translational medicine can identify the mechanism of action of 
anti-PD1  

 
Danny Wells, Senior Data Scientist, Parker Institute of Cancer 
Immunotherapy (CONFIRMED) 

15:10 Closing keynote 
Current state of combination therapies including PD-1 checkpoint inhibitors 

• A cross sectional study of published clinical trials showed that more than 80% of combination trials including a PD-1 checkpoint inhibitor increased 
activity compared to PD-1 monotherapy in the same indication 

• This remarkable success is largely due to additive effects of independent combination agents 

• Clinical synergy is not common in PD-1 combination trials, and is more evident for chemo and targeted therapies than for evolving immune oncology 
agents 

 

Emmett Schmidt, Associate Vice President, Clinical Research, Oncology, MSD (CONFIRMED) 

15:30 Closing keynote 
Cancer immunotherapy with Bispecific DART® molecules: from concept to the clinic 



Festival of Biologics: World Immunotherapy Congress 2020 
Draft online agenda. Times in GMT and subject to change. 
 

21 

 

• The DART platform 

• Tailoring the structure to the mechanism of action 

• Clinical applications in checkpoint inhibition and redirected T-cell killing 
 
Ezio Bonvini, CSO, MacroGenics (CONFIRMED) 

15:50 End of conference 

 
Time (GMT) Day 5, Friday 6th November 2020 

Workshop sessions 

11:00 – 
11:45  

Interactive workshop 
CMC/Quality information in clinical trial applications for biologicals and advanced therapies 

• Specific requirements for biological drugs and advanced therapies 

• Information requirements in early and later phase applications 

• Qualification and validation requirements over time 
• How to present the information 

 
Christiane Niederlaender, Director, AMBR-Consulting (CONFIRMED) 

14:00 – 
14:45  

Interactive workshop 
Experiences and lessons learned during the development of manufacturing methods for TCR based T cell immunotherapies 

• Immatics has a proprietary tumor antigen targets discovery platform, XPRESIDENT® 

• Manufacturing methods have been developed using primary T cells derived from multiple healthy donors and cancer patients to optimize each step in 
the manufacturing of TCR T cells for 4 clinical trials of various product lines 

• This interactive workshop will focus on the following critical parameters used in the development of these manufacturing methods 
 
Ali Mohamed, Vice President CMC, Immatics (CONFIRMED) 

 
 

On-demand content 
Research hub 

Applying antibodies inside living cells: approaches and recent advances in research and therapy 

• Approaches for applying antibodies inside living cells 

• Applications in neurobiology, virology and oncology 

• Unique advantages of targeting proteins for research and therapy 

 
Andrea Marschall, Post-Doc, Brandeis University (CONFIRMED) 
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Lightning Fast Bispecifics - Rapid generation of modular bispecific antibodies with pyridazinediones 

• Most often used method of generating bispecific antibodies (bsAbs) rely on expression which requires expensive protein engineering  

• Chemical generation of bsAbs is modular, same method should work on (almost) every antibody 

• Not many chemical methods have been developed - most suffer from low yield, long reaction times, difficulties in purification 

• We have developed pyridazinediones (PDs) to rapidly generate bsAbs from Fabs of commercially available mAbs 

• Method relies on fast BCN-tetrazine click chemistry and allows subsequent dual modification of bsAb (e.g. to generate bsADC) 

• Applications of technology are currently being explored in collaborations 
 
Peter Szijj, PhD Student, UCL (CONFIRMED) 

High yield antibody expression in a novel baculovirus-free insect cell expression system 

• Optimization and establishment of the method 

• Antibody quality, activity and long-time stability  

• Comparison to the Expi293 system 
 
Maren Schubert, PostDoc, TU Braunschweig (CONFIRMED) 

NIM15 blockade as a new immunomodulatory approach for the treatment of solid tumors: insights from preclinical research in tissue explants 

• NIM15 is highly enriched in various solid tumors, with low expression in corresponding non-tumor bearing tissues 

• We have developed a neutralizing antibody with characterized epitope and affinity 

• NIM15 neutralization rapidly reorganizes the tumor microenvironment and may lead to T cell expansion and activation in the tumor core 
 
Meggy Suarez-Carmona, Post-doctoral researcher, German Cancer Research Center (CONFIRMED) 

Improving the therapeutic window of antibody-cytokine fusion proteins for applications in oncology 

• The fusion of cytokine payloads with recombinant antibodies, capable of selective localization to tumors, represents a strategy for the improvement of the 
therapeutic index of cytokine-based biopharmaceuticals 

• L19-TNF, L19-IL2 and L19-IL12 are antibody-fusion proteins for the targeting of the alternatively-spliced EDB domain of fibronectin, that show potent antitumor 
activity in preclinical models of cancer and are now being investigated in clinical trials 

• We present innovative approaches to transiently inhibit off-target toxicity of L19-based immunocytokines, thus increasing their therapeutic window 
 
Sheila Dakhel, PhD Student, Philochem (CONFIRMED) 

 
Advisory board 
Alain Beck, Senior Director, Biologics CMC & Developability, Pierre Fabre 
Alexander Eggermont, Chief Scientific Officer, Princess Máxima Center for 
Pediatric Oncology 
Angus Dalgleish, Consultant Medical Oncologist, St George’s Hospital 

Farshad Guirakhoo, Chief Scientific Officer, COVAXX 
Joseph Eid, Senior Vice President and Head, Global Medical Affairs, BMS 
Roy Baynes, SVP, Head Global Clinical Development, MSD
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